Samoa Bilateral Brief

High Commission of India
Wellington, New Zealand

INDIA - SAMOA BILATERAL RELATIONS

India has always had cordial relations with Samoa. The two countries are bound together by
membership of the Commonwealth as well as cooperation in different international fora. Some Indian
professionals working with multilateral agencies and a few teachers on bilateral contract are working in
Samoa. Government of India is also providing regular economic and technical assistance to Samoa. As
per available information, about 25 PIOs are settled in Samoa.

Recent visits:

2. MOS Tribal Affairs visits Samoa: From 20-23 May 2018, Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs,
Hon. Jaswantsinh Bhabhor made a historic visit to Samoa, with a passage through NZ. On 20 May, the
Minister arrived in Apia, Samoa, along with the High Commissioner, embarking on a first ever Ministerial
visit from India. The Minister held strategic discussions of bilateral importance with Samoa’s Head of
State, His Highness Tuimalealiifano Vaaletoa Sualauvi I, and with Samoan Acting PM and Minister of
Communications & Information Technology Hon. Afamasaga Rico Tupa’i. The Minister also met the
Samoan Health Minister Afioga Tuitama Dr. Leao Talalelei Tuitama, and toured Samoan health facilities.

3. Sustainable Development Summit: A Samoan delegation led by Deputy PM of Samoa Ms Fiame
Naomi Mataafa attended the two-day India-Pacific Islands Sustainable Development Conference was
held in Suva, Fiji, from 25-26 May 2017. The conference was inaugurated by the Acting Fijian Prime
Minister Aiyaz Sayed- Khaiyum. The inaugural session of the conference was addressed by Gen. Dr V.K.
Singh (Retd), Minister of State for External Affairs, Government of India. At the side-lines of the
Conference, Samoa and India signed an MOU for establishing Centres of Excellence in IT.

4, 2" FIPIC Summit: The Prime Minister of Samoa, Hon Tuilaepa Lupesoliai Sailele Malielegaoi, led
a 5-member delegation to the 2" Summit of the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC), held
at Jaipur on August 21, 2015. One journalist from Samoa visited India from August 17-24, 2015, as part
of the familiarization trip organized by XP Division, MEA, during the 2™ FIPIC Summit.

5. IS'FIPIC Summit At the invitation of Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, a four-member delegation
led by the Prime Minister of Samoa Hon Tuilaepa Lupesoliai Sailele Malielegaoi attended the Pacific
Leaders’ Summit on 19 November 2014 held at Suva, Fiji along with thirteen other Head of Governments,
or designated political representatives of the Pacific island countries.

6. Asia Leadership Programme on Sustainable Development and Climate Change: Samoan Prime
Minister Hon TuilaepalupesoliaiSaileleMalielegaoi, accompanied by Chief Executive Officer of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade, Mr. Aiono Mose P. Sua and, Chief Executive officer for Finance,
Central Bank, Mr. lulailavea, visited India for the Asia Leadership Programme on Sustainable
Development and Climate Change. The event, coordinated by the Asia Development Bank, was held at
New Delhi from 2-5 February 2013.

7. SIDS conference: Samoa hosted the third SIDS (Small Islands Developing States) conference in
Apia from 1-4 September 2014. India contributed US$250000/- to the UN Trust Fund to support the
Conference. Most of the SIDS (39) were represented at the level of Head of State/Government. The 3™
SIDS Conference was an effort to assess the progress of the SIDS countries and Millennium Development
programme. A high-level Indian delegation also participated in the SIDS Conference and reiterated
India’s commitment towards development of Pacific countries.
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8. Samoan Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries and Agriculture Store Cooperation visited India in
July 2012 for the 45" COCOTECH APCC meeting, held at Cochin. Appreciating the developments in our
coconut sector, especially advancements in processing technology by Coconut Development Board, the
Minister expressed a keen desire to forge a close relationship between the two countries in this area
and to avail of the technologies in plant protection and processing from India. The Samoan Agriculture
Minister again visited Kochi from 2-5 February 2015 to attend the Ministerial Meeting of the 51° Asian
& Pacific Coconut Community.

0. The 5" Commonwealth Youth Games were held in Apia, Samoa from 5" to 11" September
2015. A 33-member contingent from India participated in eight sports disciplines. The athletes were in
the age group of 14 — 18 years.

10. Hon’ble Faumuina Tiatia Faaolatane Liuga, Minister of Finance, led the Samoan delegation to the
46™ Annual meeting of the Board of Governors of ADB, at New Delhi from 2-5 May 2013.

11. At the invitation of Ms. Krishna Tirath, Hon’ble Minister of State (IC), MOW&CD, Hon.
Gatoloaifaana Amataga Gidlow, Associate Minister for Women, Community and Social Development,
represented Samoa at the Second High-Level Meeting on South- South Cooperation for Child Rights in
Asia and the Pacific held in New Delhi in October 2013.

12. Indian State Assembly delegations visited Samoa for participation in the 23 Commonwealth
Parliamentary Seminar in Apia from 24 to 30 May 2012.

13. The Indian Naval training ship, INS Tarangini, visited Samoa in January 2004.
Indian assistance to Samoa:

14. Samoa depends substantially on overseas assistance/aid. Compared to other major donor
countries, Indian assistance has been modest, however, following the Pacific Leaders’ Summitconvened
by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India in Fiji in November 2014, it has been decided to increase the
annual Grant-in-Aid for Samoa to US$200,000.

15. Three Dialysis Machines were supplied to Samoa at a cost of NZ$S 122669.71 in September 2006
under bilateral assistance. The Samoan government had requested for donation of three more machines
in 2007 which were delivered in March 2008 (at a cost of NZ$ 66316.74 (USS 50785.90) out of the grant-
in-aid of 2006). Samoa has also requested for replacement of 3 dialysis machines every two years. An
amount of NZ$ 65029.60 was provided to Samoa as grant-in-aid in 2009 for funding the purchase of six
portable reverse Osmosis systems for the National Kidney Foundation. Three dialysis machines, one
blood volume monitor and one temperature monitor were supplied to Samoa in May 2011 at a cost of
NZS 80,120. As of 2017-18, an amount of USS 1,508,108.65 was available as unutilized Grant-in-aid, as
no tangible development project proposals have been submitted by Samoa.

16. ITEC: Samoa keenly participates in training programmes under ITEC, including in the field of
Information Technology, small scale enterprises, financial management, and other areas of mutual
interest. For 2016-17, 20 ITEC slots have been allotted and out of that 15 have already been utilized
Utilisation rates have improved considerably in the last one year. For the year 2017-18, 20 seats have
been allocated by MEA for Samoa. ITEC Day Celebration was organized by High Commission in Apia,
Samoa on October 12, 2016 where about 30 alumni and other senior officials of the Government of
Samoa were present.
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17. Other Training Programmes: One of their officials has been trained at the National Institute of
Small Industry Extension Training (NISIET), Hyderabad in 2007. Two of their officials also attended the
TERI workshop on sustainable development conducted for the Pacific Island Countries (PIC) in Fiji in
2007. Four Samoan diplomats have so far been trained at Professional Courses for Foreign Diplomats at
FSI, in 2003, 2006, 2007 and 2013 respectively. Two officers from the Samoan Foreign Office attended a
short-term Course for Diplomats of PIC organized by FSI at Nadi in January 2011. A Samoan diplomat
attended the FSI’s special training programme for Commonwealth diplomats in New Delhi in March
2011. Two officers from the Samoan Foreign Office attended a short-term Course for Diplomats of PIC
organized by FSI at Nadi from 4 to 8 May 2015 and one Samoan Diplomat visited New Delhi for the FSI
Diplomatic Course 2017.

18. Mr Jovesa Leone Ah Kuoi, the Focal Point from Samoa participated in the Advance Orientation
Programme for focal points of IRENA for International Solar Alliance (ISA) from 17 to 25 January 2017 in
India. Mr PoumulinukuOnosemo, CEO for the Samoan Ministry of Works, Transport & Infrastructure
attended the Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing and Urban Development (APMUCHUD) in
Delhi from 14-16 December 2016.

Economic and Commercial opportunities:

19. Relationship with India: Trade with India is currently not significant. India exported US$962,077
worth of goods to Samoa in 2017.

20. Although there are noimmediate business prospects in Samoa, the possibility of strengthening
India’s business and commercial presence in this small island country in infrastructure, public health and
tourism sectors could be considered. That Samoa is an active member of the Small Island Group of
Pacific Countries and has been extending support for India’s candidates in international fora and also at
the UN on issues of concern to us, vindicates our continued support and assistance for this country.

21. Hon’ble PM announced the opening of the FIPIC Trade Office in FICCI premises at New Delhi in
his speech during the 2" FIPIC Summit. The Trade Office, named ‘FIPIC Business Accelerator’ was
formally launched on September 7, 2015. The Confederation of Indian Industries (Cll) has also set up an
exclusive department for promoting trade with Pacificlsland Countries, at its headquarters in New Delhi.

22. Consequent to the decisions taken at the two FIPIC Summits, Government of India has approved
grant of gratis e-TV to nationals of 14 Pacific Islands Countries including Niue. Other proposals which are
currently being pursued forimplementation are: deputation of ITEC experts, setting up of Tele -medicine
centre, and supply of medicines by Indian Pharma PSUs directly to PICs subject to relaxed regulatory
approvals. India and Samoa had signed an MOU and agreed to establish Centre of Excellence in IT (CEIT)
with the assistance of India at the National University of Samoa. Implementation of setting up of IT
Centerisin progress.

Future prospects:
23. Mission has been continuously pursuing cooperation in various areas such as telemedicine, e-

education, sourcing of pharmaceuticals from India, and also regarding stepping up of mutual
cooperation in agriculture, disaster management and climate change.
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