The World Economic Forum (WEF) meeting was held from 17-20 January, 2017 in Davos.

Shri Nitin Jairam Gadkari, Minister for Road Transport, Highways and Shipping, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Commerce & Industry and Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh graced the occasion from the Indian side. Shri Amitabh Kant, CEO of Niti Aayog, Shri Ramesh Abhishek, Secretary and Shri Atul Chaturvedi, Joint Secretary, Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion, Shri Deepak Bagla, Managing Director & CEO, and Ms. Payal Koul Mirakhur, Vice President, Invest India also came for the meetings.
Our Ministers Shri Nitin Jairam Gadkari and Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman and Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh held a series of high level meetings at the WEF venues and the Make in India (MII) Pavilion, which was thronged by visitors. They met the top representatives of global companies and addressed high level seminars on cutting edge issues.

Shri Nitin Jairam Gadkari also visited the cable car company, Doppelmayr Seilbahnen GmbH, to explore options for urban mobility and mountain resorts development. Gadkariji also came by train from Paris as he wanted to see the developed transport system.

We also found the oldest vegan restaurant in Zurich which served an excellent variety of food never seen before - such a plethora of vegetarian foods in one place! It shows the vegan and animal rights movement is catching on everywhere.

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman met Mr Johannes Schneider Ammann, Federal Councillor for the Economy amongst many other dignitaries and CEOs. It was a pleasure to interact with her and discuss issues of national interest. We also stopped en route at Heidiland, where there was an automated show of Heidi and her flock.

We were not allowed access for the WEF meetings and other meetings at WEF venues where only our Ministers had access, and they were very busy there, but they found time for us.

There was also plenty of additional action at the India Pavilion. There was great turnout for the meetings by Ministers and delegates and there was great interest in India. The Make in India pavillion was filled with potential investors and technology collaborators.

It was a pleasure to interact with our Ministers who were very focused on India’s national interest and who made an excellent impression at Davos.

Finally, CII had also organized a Bollywood Night in which all the nationalities of the world had come to participate. There were people from East Asia, Africa, Europe and of course India and they all loved the Bollywood music. Shri Satyadeep Rajan of Swiss learning Exchange commented – “look at India’s soft power”. We resolved to hold a Bollywood promotion in Switzerland soon. Though many of our films are shot here, few people know how popular Bollywood is amongst the Swiss population also.

