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Honourable Deputy Prime Minister of UK, Mr. Nick Clegg,

UK Prime Minister’s Indian Diaspora Champion Ms. Priti Patel,

Honourable Members of Parliament and Lords,

Distinguished Members of Indian Community,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my honour to be present here today on my first visit to London as Minister of External Affairs and Overseas Indian Affairs. 

I am most grateful to Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office for inviting me to this reception. It is a testimony to the strength and success of overseas Indians in this country and the respect they enjoy by the British Government. 

Earlier today, we inaugurated the Regional Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, which is being hosted in the UK for the first time. It is a unique occasion to recognize and celebrate the vast accomplishments of the Indian diaspora in this country.

I am deeply touched by the warmth and affection that I have received from the Indian community.

I am delighted to see in this room so many distinguished British Indians, who have done exceedingly well in their chosen fields. There is hardly any profession in which Indians have not excelled. You have brought honour not only to this country but also to your country of origin. You have made India proud. We regard you as a pillar of great strength in our partnership with the United Kingdom.

During this short span of my stay here, I have heard many success stories of British Indians. I go back to India not only impressed, but with a renewed conviction that India’s active engagement with its diaspora has a most promising future. It is good for India, good for the United Kingdom and good for the partnership between our two nations. 

The goal of our new government is to transform the country into a more secure and prosperous India where the rewards of growth reach the common man. We have the potential and capacity to do so. The government’s strong emphasis on good governance, transparency, clear and focused policies, speedy implementation of projects, favourable business environment and probity in public life is guiding us in this direction. The results are already visible.

Ever since the new government took charge a few months ago, the Indian economy has already shown early signs of recovery. We aim not only to sustain the trend, but also accelerate it. Our government believes that large-scale infrastructure expansion, efficient and value-added manufacturing, skills development, specialized education, youth development and judicious use of new technologies will put India on the path of progressive economic development.

There is no better time than now for the Indian diaspora to come forward to join hands with us as partners in India’s growth story. My visit has reinforced my confidence in the potential and resourcefulness of the British Indian community.

Earlier today I also had a bilateral meeting with Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond to broadly review the steadily strengthening relations between our two countries. We shared the view that the relationship is progressing well. We are committed to working closely with the UK in all areas of common interests and concerns, including at the international level.

I am pleased to know that the inaugural Dadabhai Naoroji awards to individuals with outstanding achievements in India-UK relations are being presented today. We regard Dadabhai Naoroji, the first British Asian in the UK Parliament, who also brought the first Indian business to the UK, as a founder of Indian nationalism during the colonial rule. Dadabhai strived for political reforms and justice for India. He informed the world of India's plight as a colony. He worked to educate the British about their responsibilities as rulers of India to secure fair treatment for the Indian people. Naming the awards after him is a tribute to Dadabhai.

I would like to once again thank the British Government for all their support in helping us host the RPBD in London.

On behalf of the Government of India, I wish the Indian community continued success.
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