
Ambassador P.S. Raghavan presents his Letters of Credence to President of the Russian Federation, 16 January 2014

	At a ceremony in St. Alexander’s Hall of the Grand Kremlin Palace in Moscow on 16 January 2014, Ambassador of India to the Russian Federation H.E. Mr. P. S.  Raghavan, presented his Letters of Credence to the President of the Russian Federation H.E. Mr. Vladimir Putin. Referring to the excellent bilateral relations between India and Russia, President Putin said, “Cooperation with India, which is undoubtedly our strategic partner, is one of the priorities of the Russian foreign policy. Our dialogue is dynamic and constructive. It is based on congruence of long-term interests, mutual understanding and sincere trust.” President Putin recalled his talks with Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh during the annual summit in Moscow in October last year and made a particular mention about the various agreements signed during the visit. He spoke of cooperation in science, biotechnology, innovation and defence.

Along with other Ambassadors who presented Credentials, Ambassador Raghavan later joined President Putin, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Foreign Policy Aide to President Yuri Ushakov for a toast to celebrate the occasion. Ambassador Raghavan conveyed to President Putin the greetings of the President and the Prime Minister of India.

	Ambassador Raghavan is the 21st Ambassador of India to the Soviet Union/Russian Federation since the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries on 13 April 1947. Before taking up his present assignment, Ambassador Raghavan was Secretary (Deputy Minister) in the Ministry of External Affairs of India. Earlier he had served as Foreign and Security Policy Advisor to the Prime Minister of India and as Ambassador to the Czech Republic and to Ireland.
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