Barefoot College, India, selects 6 women for training in India

Prof. Bunkar Roy, Director & Founder of Barefoot College, Tilonia, Rajasthan, India, visited Papua New Guinea from 17-22 November, 2013 for selection of candidates for the Barefoot College Solar Engineers programme to be held from March-September 2014. The High Commissioner had written to the Hon. Governors of 22 provinces for availing of this fully funded programme by Government of India. In response, the Governor of West New Britain province requested for selection and Dr. Roy selected 6 elderly women from remote villages of the province for sending to the Barefoot College for training in solar electrification of villages. The Government of India will bear all their expenses including travel, boarding & lodging, equipment and technical requirements.

At a Press conference arranged at the Parliament House on 21st Niovember, 2013, and attended by Hon. James Marape, Minister of Finance & Acting Minister for Education, offered full support for the programme. High Commissioner of India, Dr. Gondane, elaborated on the Indian Techncial & Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme and the various training possibilities in India, including Barefoot College’s training. Prof. Bunkar Roy elaborated on the Barefoot College concept.

The Barefoot College, established in Tilonia village in North India, is a private institution imparting training to village-level illiterate and semi-literate women in various fields. It is undertaking Solar Electrification projects in several inaccessible villages around the world. The Barefoot College selects the illiterate and semi-literate grandmothers and elderly women for training in India. After completion of their training, these women will return to their villages as competent, confident Solar Engineers. With the equipment kit provided, they are able to electrify the whole village of around 100 houses.

In West New Britain, apart from selecting six women for training in India, they have also identified a building for establishment of Barefoot College branch where the six women, after returning, would be able to teach other women in the village. The High Commission of India promised all help for establishment of this institution.

