High Commissioner's Visit to Goroka, Koge, Kindeng & Mt. Hagen
High Commissioner Dr. A.M. Gondane travelled through Goroka in Eastern Highlands Province, Koge village in Simbu Province, Kindeng in Jiwaka Province and Mt. Hagen in Western Highlands Province on 26-28 September, 2013. 

In Goroka, the High Commissioner visited University of Goroka and met Acting Vice Chancellor Mr. David Hosea Avei, Mr. Donald Gombies, Head of Department, Centre for Melanesian Studies and several officials of the university. He viewed the library facilities and the accommodation/dormitory for students. At the university, he suggested that books on various subjects including Social Sciences, Natural Sciences, Business Studies and Agriculture, published in India, were of very high quality but very low prices. He promised the authorities that the Government of India could donate 2-3 sets of books on various subjects desired by the university. He also suggested that books and educational material, at affordable costs for the students, could be arranged from the Government of India in due course, in case Indian books are found suitable and acceptable to the students here. The High Commissioner also stated that Indian experts were helping educational institutions in developing their curriculum in relevant format for local needs and in case university felt that it is desirable, the Government of India could depute experts for some months for developing such curriculum. The university officials expressed their appreciation for the initiative and said that they would discuss at the Senate/Council meeting and would come back to the High Commission with suitable suggestions and request for books and experts. 

The High Commissioner also visited the PNG Institute of Medical Research in Goroka. He was received by the officials of the Institute and explained the working of the Institute, specific research being undertaken by the Institute, etc. The High Commissioner praised the extensive efforts of the Institute in the Health Sector in PNG. He also assured them that the Government of India would be happy to help in case any assistance for some of the programmes is needed. 

The High Commission had financed procurement of Portable Saw Mills and Accessories for the Topma Housing Project at Koge Village in Simbu Province. The sawmill was commissioned by the High Commissioner. A traditional welcome party was arranged with songs and dance by 10 different groups from the Koge and other neighbouring villages. The High Commissioner assured the gathering of around 5000 people that this small development assistance was only a beginning and in case other projects were recommended, Government of India would be very happy to finance those for community development. The local MPs, officials, NGOs present at the occasion thanked the Government of India for this gesture and stated that they would recommend some other proposals for financing. 

On way to Mt. Hagen from Koge village the High Commissioner visited the Kindeng Tea & Coffee Estate in Jiwaka Province and met Indian nationals working the plantation. He assured them that the High Commission would be ever ready for help in case of any contingency. Officials expressed their gratitude for the visit and took the High Commissioner around the plantations. 

High Commissioner also met Indians working in engineering projects, other institutions in Mt. Hagen over a dinner get-together. The community members expressed their gratitude for the get-together and assured of possible cooperation for the High Commission in promoting deeper engagement with PNG. 
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