Solar Electrification of Villages
The Barefoot College, established in Tilonia village in North India, is a private institution imparting training to village-level illiterate and semi-literate women in various fields. [Address: The Barefoot College, Tilonia-305816, Via Madanganj, District Ajmer, Rajasthan, India]. It is undertaking Solar Electrification projects in several countries and selecting inaccessible villages, without the facility of electricity, generators, roads and other modern amenities. As part of the solar projects, the Barefoot College is selecting illiterate and semi-literate grandmothers and elderly women for training in India from the villages to be solar electrified. 

The Government of India would be bearing the cost of airfare and training in India. Cost of solar panels, solar equipment and other accessories are arranged by the Barefoot College through donor agencies.

Provincial Governments in Papua New Guinea, interested in availing of this facility, may like to identify some villages in their provinces for electrification through solar power. The Director of Barefoot College could visit the province and select some illiterate or semi-literate women for training in India in the solar electrification methods. Local administration officials could assist in selection and writing applications and forwarding to the High Commission of India, Port Moresby.

It is expected that after training in India, the illiterate women could become Solar Engineers and, on their return, start the process of solar electrification in the villages. This experiment has worked in several villages in Fiji, with the help of Government of India. It is expected that this model would be replicated in Papua New Guinea also.

