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AGREEMENT 1 BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND INDIA ON THE BOUND 
ARY IN HISTORIC WATERS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
AND RELATED MATTERS

The Government of the Republic of Sri Lanka and the Government of the 
Republic of India,

Desiring to determine the boundary line in the historic waters between Sri Lanka 
and India and to settle the related matters in a manner which is fair and equitable to 
both sides,

Having examined the entire question from all angles and taken into account the 
historical and other evidence and legal aspects thereof,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1. The boundary between Sri Lanka and India in the waters from Palk 
Strait to Adam's Bridge shall be arcs of Great Circles between the following posi 
tions, in the sequence given below, defined by latitude and longitude:

Position 1: 10°05' North, 80°03' East
Position 2:09°57' North, 79°35' East
Positions: 09°40.15' North, 79°22.6ff East
Position 4: 09°21.80' North, 79°30.70' East
Position 5:09° 13' North, 79°32' East
Position 6:09°06' North, 79°32' East

Article 2. The co-ordinates of the positions specified in Article 1 are 
geographical co-ordinates and the straight lines connecting them are indicated in the 
chart annexed hereto, which has been signed by the surveyors authorized by the two 
Governments, respectively.

Article 3. The actual location of the aforementioned positions at sea and on 
the seabed shall be determined by a method to be mutually agreed upon by the sur 
veyors authorized for the purpose by the two Governments, respectively.

Article 4. Each country shall have sovereignty and exclusive jurisdiction and 
control over the waters, the islands, the continental shelf and the subsoil thereof, 
falling on its own side of the aforesaid boundary.

Article 5. Subject to the foregoing, Indian fishermen and pilgrims will enjoy 
access to visit Kachchativu as hitherto, and will not be required by Sri Lanka to ob 
tain travel documents or visas for these purposes.

Article 6. The vessels of Sri Lanka and India will enjoy in each other's waters 
such rights as they have traditionally enjoyed therein.

Article 7. If any single geological petroleum or natural gas structure or field, 
or any single geological structure or field of any other mineral deposit, including 
sand or gravel, extends across the boundary referred to in Article 1 and the part of 
such structure or field which is situated on one side of the boundary is exploited, in

1 Came into force on 10 July 1974, by of the exchange of the instruments of ratification, which took place at New 
Delhi, in accordance with article 8.
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whole or in part, from the other side of the boundary, the two countries shall seek to 
reach agreement as to the manner in which the structure or field shall be most effec 
tively exploited and the manner in which the proceeds deriving therefrom shall be ap 
portioned.

Article 8. This Agreement shall be subject to ratification. It shall enter into 
force on the date of exchange of the instruments of ratification which will take place 
is soon as possible.

For the Government For the Government 
of the Republic of Sri Lanka: of the Republic of India:

SIRIMAVO R. D. BANDARANAIKE INDIRA GANDHI 
Colombo, 26th June, 1974 New Delhi, 28th June, 1974
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AGREEMENT 1 BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND INDIA ON THE MARI 
TIME BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES IN THE 
GULF OF MANNAR AND THE BAY OF BENGAL AND RELATED 
MATTERS

The Government of the Republic of Sri Lanka and the Government of the 
Republic of India,

Recalling that the boundary in the Palk Strait has been settled by the Agreement 
between the Republic of Sri Lanka and the Republic of India on the Boundary in His 
toric Waters between the Two Countries and Related Matters, signed on 26/28 June, 
1974,-

And desiring to extend that boundary by determining the maritime boundary 
between the two countries in the Gulf of Mannar and the Bay of Bengal, 

Have agreed as follows:

Article I. The maritime boundary between Sri Lanka and India in the Gulf of 
Mannar shall be arcs of great circles between the following positions, in the sequence 
given below, defined by latitude and longitude:

Position 1 m: 09°06'.0 N 79°32'.0 E
Position 2m: 09°00'.0 N 79°31'.3 E
Position 3 m: 08°53'.8 N 79°29'.3 E
Position 4m: 08°40'.0 N 79°18'.2E
Position 5m: 08°37'.2 N 79°13'.OE
Position 6 m: 08°31'.2 N 79°04'.7 E
Position 7 m: 08°22'.2 N 78°55'.4 E
Position 8m: 08°12'.2N 78°53'.7 E
Position 9 m: 07°35'.3 N 78°45'.7 E
Position 10 m: 07°21'.0 N 78°38'.8 E
Position 11 m: 06°30'.8 N 78°12'.2 E
Position 12 m: 05°53'.9 N 77°50'.7 E
Position 13 m: 05°00'.0 N 77°10'.6 E 

The extension of the boundary beyond position 13 m will be done subsequently.
Article II. The maritime boundary between Sri Lanka and India in the Bay of 

Bengal shall be arcs of great circles between the following positions, in the sequence 
given below, defined by latitude and longitude:

Position 1 b:
Position 1 ba:
Position 1 bb:
Position 2 b:
Position 3 b:
Position 4 b:
Position 5 b:
Position 6 b:

10°05'.0 N
10°05'.8 N
10°08'.4 N
10°33'.0 N
10°41'.7 N
11°02'.7 N
11°16'.ON
11°26'.6N

80°03'.0 E
80°05'.0 E
80°09'.5 E
80°46'.0 E
81°02'.5 E
81°56'.OE
82°24'.4 E
83°22'.0 E

* Came into force on 10 May 1976, by the exchange of the instruments of ratification, which took place at New Delhi, 
in accorUance with article VII. 

2 See p. 25 of this volume.

Vol. 1049,1-15804



1977_____United Nations — Treaty Series • Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 45

Article III. The coordinates of the positions specified in Articles I and II are 
geographical coordinates and the straight lines connecting them are indicated in the 
chart annexed hereto,' which has been signed by the surveyors duly authorised by the 
two Governments respectively.

Article IV. The actual location at sea and on the seabed of the positions 
specified in Articles I and II shall be determined by a method to be mutually agreed 
upon by the surveyors authorised for the purpose by the two Governments, respec 
tively.

Article V. (1) Each Party shall have sovereignty over the historic waters and 
territorial sea, as well as over the islands, falling on its side of the aforesaid bound 
ary.

(2) Each Party shall have sovereign rights and exclusive jurisdiction over the 
continental shelf and the exclusive economic zone as well as over their resources, 
whether living or non-living, falling on its side of the aforesaid boundary.

(3) Each Party shall respect rights of navigation through its territorial sea and 
exclusive economic zone in accordance with its laws and regulations and the rules of 
international law.

Article VI. If any single geological petroleum or natural gas structure or field, 
or any single geological structure or field of any mineral deposit, including sand or 
gravel, extends across the boundary referred to in Articles I and II and the part of 
such structure or field which is situated on one side of the boundary is exploited, in 
whole or in part, from the other side of the boundary, the two countries shall seek to 
reach agreement as to the manner in which the structure or field shall be most effec 
tively exploited and the manner in which the proceeds deriving therefrom shall be ap 
portioned.

Article VII. The Agreement shall be subject to ratification. It shall enter into 
force on the date of exchange of instruments of ratification, which shall take place as 
soon as possible.

[Signed] [Signed]
W. T. JAYASINGHE KEWAL SINGH 

For the Government For the Government 
of the Republic of Sri Lanka of the Republic of India 
New Delhi, 23rd March 1976

1 See insert in a pocket at the end of thih Volume.
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SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND INDIA 
ON THE EXTENSION OF THE MARITIME BOUNDARY BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES IN THE GULF OF MANNAR FROM POSI 
TION 13 m TO THE TRIJUNCTION POINT BETWEEN SRI 
LANKA, INDIA AND MALDIVES (POINT T)

The Government of the Republic of Sri Lanka and the Government of the 
Republic of India,

Recalling the Agreement between Sri Lanka and India on the Maritime Bound 
ary between the two countries in the Gulf of Mannar and the Bay of Bengal and 
related matters, which was signed in March 19762 (a copy of which is annexed hereto 
marked Annex I), and which, in Article I, provides that "the extension of the bound 
ary beyond position 13m will be done subsequently",

Recalling the Agreement between Sri Lanka, India and Maldives concerning the 
determination of the trijunction point between the three countries in the Gulf of 
Mannar, which was signed by the representatives of the three Governments in July 
19763 (copy of which is annexed hereto marked Annex II),

And desiring to extend the maritime boundary between Sri Lanka and India in 
the Gulf of Mannar from position 13 m to the trijunction point (point T),

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1. The maritime boundary between Sri Lanka and India in the Gulf of 
Mannar beyond position 13 m, defined in the Maritime Boundary Agreement of 
March 1976 (Annex I), up to the trijunction point (point T) defined in the trilateral 
agreement of July 1976 (Annex II), shall be arcs of great circles between the follow 
ing positions, defined by latitude and longitude:

Position 13 m: 05 ° 00' .0 N 77 ° 10' .6E 
Point T: 04°47'.04N 77°01'.40E

Article II. The provisions of Article III to Article VII of the Maritime Bound 
ary Agreement of March 1976 (Annex I) shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to this Agree 
ment, as if this Agreement were supplementary to and an integral part of that Agree 
ment.

W. T. JAYASINGHE B. M. OGA
For the Government For the Government

of the Republic of Sri Lanka of the Republic of India

Place: Colombo
Date: 22nd November, 1976

1 Came into force on 5 February 1977, by the exchange of the instruments of ratification, which took place at New 
Delhi, in accordance with article II.

2 See p. 44 of this volume.
3 See p. 53 of this volume.
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ANNEX I

AGREEMENT BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND INDIA ON THE MARITIME BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES IN THE GULF OF MANNAR AND THE BAY OF BENGAL AND RELATED MATTERS

[Not published herein. For the text, see p. 44 of this volume.]

ANNEX II

AGREEMENT BETWEEN SRI LANKA, INDIA AND MALDIVES CONCERNING THE DETERMINATION OF 
THE TRIJUNCTTON POINT BETWEEN THE THREE COUNTRIES IN THE GULF OF MANNAR

[Not published herein. For the text, see p. 53 of this volume.]
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT' 
BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND INDIA ON THE WADGE BANK 
FISHERIES

MINISTRY <>!  KXTKRNA1. AH-AIRS 
NHW DliI.HI

23 March, 1976

Excellency,
An Agreement has been concluded between India and Sri Lanka on Maritime 

Boundary between the two countries in the Gulf of Mannar and the Bay of Bengal 
and Related Matters which was signed on 23 March 1976.-' Our two Governments 
have also exchanged views on the substance of our proposed maritime legislation. 
With the establishment of the exclusive economic zones by the two countries, India 
and Sri Lanka will exercise sovereign rights over the living and non-living resources 
of their respective zone. The fishing vessels and fishermen of India shall not engage 
in fishing in the historic waters, the territorial sea and the exclusive zone of Sri Lanka 
nor shall the fishing vessels and fishermen of Sri Lanka engage in fishing in the his 
toric waters, the territorial sea and the exclusive economic zone of India, without the 
express permission of Sri Lanka or India, as the case may be. In this connection, the 
following understanding has been reached between our two Governments in respect 
of fishing in the Wadge Bank:

(1) The Wadge Bank which is located near Cape Comorin, the general description and 
outline of which is given in the enclosed note and chart, lies within the exclusive economic zone 
of India, and India shall have sovereign rights over the area and its resources.

(2) The fishing vessels of Sri Lanka and persons on board these vessels shall not engage 
in fishing in the Wadge Bank. However, at the request of the Government of Sri Lanka and as 
a gesture of goodwill, the Government of India agrees that Sri Lanka fishing vessels duly li 
censed by the Government of India may engage in fishing in the Wadge Bank for a period of 
three years from the date of establishment by India of its exclusive economic zone. It is agreed 
that the number of Sri Lanka fishing vessels shall not exceed six, and their fish catch in the 
Wadge Bank shall not exceed two thousand tonnes, in any one year. At the expiry of this 
period, Sri Lanka vessels shall cease to fish in the Wadge Bank.

(3) The fishing by Sri Lanka vessels in the Wadge Bank shall be subject to the terms and 
conditions, including the fees to be charged, specified by the Government of India and to in 
spection and control by the Indian authorities. The Sri Lanka fishing vessels shall comply with 
these terms and conditions.

(4) If the Government of India decides to explore the Wadge Bank for petroleum and 
other mineral resources during the period mentioned in sub-paragraph (2), the Government of 
India shall notify to the Government of Sri Lanka the zones reserved for such exploration and 
the date of commencement of exploration. Sri Lanka fishing vessels shall terminate fishing ac 
tivity, if any, in these zones with effect from the date of commencement of exploration.

1 Came into force on 23 March 1976, the date of the letter in reply, in accordance with the provisions of the said let 
ters.

2 See p. 43 of this volume.
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(5) The facility allowed to the Sri Lanka fishing vessels and persons on board those ves 
sels is restricted to the fishing vessels owned by the Government of Sri Lanka or by a Sri Lanka 
company or its nationals. This facility shall not be transferable to any other State or its vessels 
or nationals.

(6) At the request of the Government of Sri Lanka, the Government of India agrees to 
provide annually to Sri Lanka two thousand tonnes of fish of the quality and species and at the 
price to be mutually agreed upon between the two Governments, for a period of five years with 
effect from the date of cessation of fishing activity by Sri Lanka vessels in the Wadge Bank as 
stipulated in sub-paragraph (2).

(7) The Government of India agrees to make available to the Government of Sri Lanka, 
upon terms and conditions to be agreed upon between the two Governments, technical assist 
ance for the development of Sri Lanka's fisheries arising from the diversion of Sri Lanka's 
fishing vessels from the Wadge Bank.

I shall be grateful if you kindly confirm that the above sets out correctly the 
understanding reached between our two Governments. On receipt of your letter con 
firming this understanding, the understanding embodied in this letter shall constitute 
an agreement between our two Governments.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

[Signed]
KliWAI. SlNCil!

Foreign Secretary 
to the Government of India

His Excellency Mr. W. T. Jayasinghe 
Secretary in the Ministry of Defence

and Foreign Affairs 
Government of Sri Lanka

II

New Delhi, March 23, 1976

Excellency,
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 23rd March 1976 

which reads as follows:

[See letter I]

I have the honour to confirm that the above correctly sets out the understanding 
reached between our two Governments. Your letter and my reply thereto shall con 
stitute an agreement between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Government of 
India which shall come into force with effect from today the twenty-third day of 
March nineteen hundred and seventy-six.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency Mr. Kewal Singh
Foreign Secretary to the Government of India

W. T. JAYASINOIII;

Vol. 1049,1-15803
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ANNEX

CîliNliRAI. DESCRIPTION ()(• Till: WADOli 1ÎANK

The Wadge Bank is situated to the South of Cape Comorin and lies generally between 
latitudes 7°l(yN and 8°00'N and longitudes 76°40'E and 78°00'E, but outside the territorial 
waters of India. The Bank shelves gradually up to 200 metres depth with its most extensive flat 
tening in an East-West direction between the 50 metres and 100 metres contours. The sea-bed 
consists of sand and shell and is rocky in places.
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